Louisiana Music Transcends
All Cultural Barriers
By: Bethany Ewald Bultman

When Antoinette K-Doe, NOMC Musician Liason, and Michelle Gegenheimer, NOMC Administrative
Director, joined me in our 1st foray into the thriving world of Louisiana HIP HOP; little did we suspect the
tragic outcome that would soon befall the artist we had gone to meet. Our attending Soulja Slim’s cd release
party at Tipitina’s on September 9 was at the urging of Gary Brustie, one of the NOMC’s team of brilliant
graphic design students at Xavier University. Gary encouraged us to coax a reigning local prince of the genre
known as dirty South gangsta rap to take the NOMC’s prevention message to those who need it most —
New Orleanians under 30.
As most of you know, I am neither a social worker nor medically inclined. I am an ethno-cultural
writer and a co-founder and the Chair of NOMC Outreach. It seems to me that HEALTH CARE is a RIGHT
of not only every Louisiana musician, but also for each citizen of this state. It troubles me that the
consequence of health care rationing to the working poor is reinforcing the cycle of poverty and chronic
disease.
So, there we were on the corner of Tchoupitoulas and Napoleon at 10PM on a muggy Tuesday night
clutching our NOMC brochures. Did I mention that Soulja Slim’s party was private? Outside of Tipitina’s
there was a mob of uninvited fans, pick-up trucks selling sausages from flaming barbecue pits, a mini-van
from 104.5 FM blaring HIP HOP, and a black-clad security force that looked like a unit of storm troopers.
Not only were we collectively about 160 years older than the crowd, but we were crashing the party to
caution these ghetto hipsters that they were facing some very un-cool futures due to their environment, their
diet, and their lifestyle — THAT NO AMOUNT OF MONEY IN THE WORLD COULD BRING BACK THE
HEARING THEY COULD LOSE BEFORE THEY REACHED 30, NOR THE BODY PARTS THEY COULD
LOSE TO DIABETES.

Antoinette K-Doe, NOMC
Musician Liason, with
aspiring Hip Hop performer;
Nelson Cosey outside
Tipitina’s.
Utilizing music as a positive urban stabilizer
has been proven effective in changing a
variety of behavioral patterns and instituting
societal change. Social Learning Theory as an
agent for behavioral change was pioneered by
Stanford University professor Albert Bandura
in 1961. He is recognized internationally for
his work in explaining how “modeling
behavior” – the imitation of respected and
admired figures can bring about changes in
daily activity. (Summary Report, Setting a
Research Agenda for EntertainmentEducation, Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention Office of Communication,
Atlanta, Georgia, May 23-24, 2000).

NOMC ad created by Mia Vasser and Carl Hill, Xavier University Graphic Design
students, for Hip Hop Live and the 2004 Offbeat Louisiana Music Directory.

(Cont’d from front)

I wish I could tell you that we accomplished

something other than compromising our own
hearing by listening to music so loud we lost IQ
points. At midnight, not one performer had yet to
show up. The line of party invitees snaked for
blocks down Tchoupitoulas Street. Joe Cool Davis,
the legendary gospel singer and backstage handler
at Tip’s, took pity on us. He offered to put our
NOMC brochures in the musicians’ dressing room.
We left through the front door where the block long
line of arriving guests were all being submitted to
metal detector scans.
Something good did come from the experience.
Chuck Jones, Editor-in-Chief of a new local
publication HIP-HOP LIVE, contacted us about
assisting our outreach mission. Jones and art
director, Anthony Burns, sponsored a contest for all
the Xavier Graphic Design students to create an the
NOMC ad which they will run pro bono in their
NEW YEAR’S EVE issue.
In addition, HIP-HOP LIVE is in the planning
stage for a HIP HOP HEALTH FEST to be held at a
local university this summer.
Please email me-bbbultman@aol.com or call
Michelle at 412-1707 with your advice as to
how
we can best attract HIP HOP artists to
become community activists.

Over Thanksgiving
weekend on
Wednesday,
November 26, 2003,
25-year-old James
SOULJA SLIM
Tapp was gunned
down in broad
daylight outside of
his mother’s home.
Michelle Gegenheimer,
NOMC Administrative Director

On March 27th there will be a Fun Run/ Crawfish
Boil hosted by C. Thorpe Ray Internal Medicine Society
For more info. email: mgegen@lsuhsc.edu.
Benefit for the Musician’s Clinic Coordinated by
Richard Carr at O’Flaherty’s Irish Pub
514 Toulouse Street in the French Quarter
to be held on April 27th & 28th
Tickets $15.00 at door
6th Anniversary Cocktail Party April 27th at
O’Flaherty’s, just before the concert
Invitations will be mailed
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Musicians call for information and appointments

412-1707

For weekend and after hour emergencies ONLY please call 412-1100 and identify yourself as an NOMC patient.
• FREE Mammograms musicians 50 years and over. To schedule your mammograms please call Michelle @ 412-1707.
• For FREE Prostate Screening please call Michelle @ 412-1707.
• NOMC patients interested in Dental appointments call 412-1707
• Glaucoma screenings for all musicians are offered on Fridays from 1–4PM as part of a grant given by the National
Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences (NARAS) to Dr. Claude Burgoyne at the LSU Eye Center. Call Troy at
412-1111 to schedule an appointment.
• Want to become part of a musicians’ support group for substance abuse recovery? or Diabetes, Hep C or Asthma
group,? or schedule a consultation with our NOMC dietitian? Please call Michelle at 412-1707.
• Addiction/Recovery Services funded by Musicians’ Assistance Program (MAP)
• Musician Hep C Advocate: Timothea Beckerman info@timothea.com (504) 943-6464

NOMC/DAUGHTERS OF CHARITY
H E A L T H

C E N T E R

in Carrollton Shopping Center (3900 South Carrollton) offers all primary
care services to NOMC patients as well as:
1. Wellness and health care services to musicians and their families
2. General pediatric care
3. Vaccinations
4. Prescription ﬁlling for $8.00 (NOMC formulary) at the pharmacy

1. LA Lion’s/LSU Clinics
6. South Roman Street Garage

NEW ORLEANS MUSICIANS’ CLINIC

2020 Gravier St., 7th Floor,
(near University Hospital)

PATIENT PARKING is available in South Roman Street
Garage (#6), NOMC validates for parking discount.
Valet parking available at 2020 Gravier St. for $3.00.

