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As we celebrate Jazzfest it’s impossible to ignore
the unending cycle of murders in our beautiful city so rich in traditions. Daily reports of
killings—including a high profile shooting of a bystander at Mardi Gras have pushed us
back to the top of the infamous national list. Gun violence particularly afflicts the urban
frontier neighborhoods—-many of them home to the very musicians for whose well-
being the Clinic works. Often the ironic contrasts between our love of music and culture
in New Orleans and our tradition of violent acts collide and make the tragedy even
harder to accept. Such was the case at a jazz funeral for Tuba Fats earlier this year. 

Tuba Fats (Anthony Lacen)—is the kind of person the Clinic tries hard to help. He died
of heart problems on January 11 at age 53. Tuba Fats was widely regarded as a man who
helped other street musicians while he brought spirited traditional New Orleans jazz to
neighbors and tourists alike. Fats died before his time in part from conditions and hard
work associated with street performance.

Players from the great brass bands were there for Fats’ funeral parade: Treme, Rebirth,
Dirty Dozen and many others. All filled with sorrow, but also exalting Tuba Fats with
signs and pictures, in fine suits and fancy dresses, hot colors and cool hairdos. Probably
2,500 people made their way with the horse-drawn casket to the French Quarter. On
Bourbon Street tourists joined the throng. At St. Louis Cathedral, a priest blessed the
bier. Friends and strangers marched together and sang the old secular and sacred songs:
“Didn’t He Ramble” and “Down By the Riverside.”

By the time we reached Treme, the crowd was down to 1,000, still singing jazzed up
hymns in the receding light. The casket peeled off while the marchers walked on to Joe’s
Cozy Corner Bar. Outside Joe’s, Richard Gullette, a vendor, began feverishly hawking
beer and soft drinks, helped by his family. Then above the din of relaxed conversation
came the sounds of a scuffle followed by a single explosion, silence and then screams. I
turned and saw Gullette involuntarily throw his hands skyward. He fell slowly onto the
small of his back, legs flying straight up and bouncing to the pavement. He writhed as
blood poured from his abdomen. More screaming. “He shot that man!”

In the crowd, cell phones came out, calling 911. Word of mouth was that “Papa Joe”
Glasper, the noted bar owner, had shot a man for selling beer in front of his place. Selling
beer? A man is dying over selling beer? 

Fear gave way to anger: the cruel stupidity of it, the disrespect for life, the ruination of
both men’s lives, the danger to family, friends and visitors.

As a folklorist I’ve followed songs about murder, like the lovers’ barroom quarrel in
“Frankie and Johnny,” or the tough-guys shoot-out in “Staggerlee.” No one can dispute
the greatness of the songs or the traditions of a jazz funeral—eloquent artistic
expressions of trouble or grief made into art and ritual. The conundrum of life in New
Orleans is how to keep the traditions that celebrate the worth of people and their
communities, but rid ourselves of equally persistent legacies of violence and lawlessness.
Tuba Fats did his part to keep the best of tradition, and everybody loved him for
it. How tragic and ironic that a deadly battle over street turf had to be the final
punctuation on the second-line that honored his life. 

Nick Spitzer, hosts Public Radio International’s American Routes
and is a 2004 Mellon professor in the humanities at Tulane University.
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Springtime
At The Clinic Love And Death

At The Second-Line
By Nick Spitzer

The NOMC Celebrates Carnival
For the second year our volunteers gathered at the Louisiana Avenue home of two of the co-
founders for Johann’s barbecued burgers and the Saturday parades. NOMC supporters from
the Carrollton Rotary Club encouraged participants to sign up to sell beer adjacent to the
FESS STAGE; while our Administrative Director, Michelle Gegenheimer, completed the
roster of our volunteers who wanted $5.00 Jazz Fest tickets.
Images From the Top Left:
1. Tootie Montana, the stepdaughter of Chief Tootie Montana, and her husband Victor Duplessis of the Daughters of

Charity Clinic.
2. New Medical School Dean and Crowley natives, Dr. Larry Hollier and his wife, Diana, share the parades

with their grandson, Pierce Hollier, from Houston, at the NOMC volunteer barbecue. Hostess Bethany
(dressed as dominatrix of funk) and Kathy Richard of Abbeville were part of a practical joke his sister
played on him. . . . but you’ll have to get the details from Dean Hollier. 

3. Internationally renown photographer, Herman Leonard, dries off after a quick dip in the pool!
4. The NOMC volunteer guest quarters at Bethany & Johann’s were selected for a makeover for the June issue

of REAL SIMPLE magazine. Now our out of town medical volunteers can live in great style!!
5. Xavier University’s Graphic Design students and their professor look at a proof of Rhythms at Pel Hughes.
6. Mary Fletcher, the Executive Director of the Performing Arts Medicine Association visits from her home in Denver.
7. & 8. Rockin’ Jake was surprised by some sneaky NOMC staffers in Key West on New Years’ afternoon after

his sold out gig at the GREEN PARROT.

The NOMC wishes to
express our gratitude to
Xavier University and most
especially to Nakia Pierre,
for adopting Rhythms.
Nakia Pierre is a senior at
Xavier University of
Louisiana. She produces
different types of art
including posters,
newsletters, banners,
postcards and more.
Graphics is the way she is
able to express her feelings.
She has been living in New
Orleans her entire life and is
excited to express her views
through art. NOMC thanks
Ms. Nakia Pierre for her
hard work and
contributions.
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Cash gifts to the New Orleans Musicians' Clinic can be designated to help provide dental health
services to its primary care clients. Through a unique partnership with the LSU School of Dentistry, The
New Orleans Musicians' Clinic is able to provide high quality dental services at a below market rate.
Your gift of 

•$12.50 can provide teeth cleaning for one musician. 
•$25 makes a regular check-up possible. 
•$100 will buy gum disease cleaning procedures for two musicians. 
•$600 supplies complete dentures for two musicians.  
•$1,000 can provide emergency dental visits for 100 musicians. 

Please contact  Stephen Couch at the LSU Health Sciences Center Foundation at (504) 568-3712 or
e-mail scouch@lsuhsc.edu or mgegen@lsuhsc.edu. 

NOMC
how can you help:

Congratulationson a new Collaboration! With funding from Shure, Inc., the Kresge Lab will be
collaborating with Sensaphonics, Inc., to organize one of the largest studies ever undertaken to
investigate hearing in musicians. Musicians who are interested in participating are encouraged to call
Michelle at 412-1707, or Shanda at 568-4785, for an appointment beginning in May of 2004.

Congratulationson a new Collaboration! With funding from Shure, Inc., the Kresge Lab will be
collaborating with Sensaphonics, Inc., to organize one of the largest studies ever undertaken to
investigate hearing in musicians. Musicians who are interested in participating are encouraged to call
Michelle at 412-1707, or Shanda at 568-4785, for an appointment beginning in May of 2004.

at the LSU Healthcare Network
P.O. Box 58126
New Orleans, LA 70158-8126
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Music Majors Are The Most Likely
Group Of College Grads 

To Be Admitted To Medical School.
*College-age musicians are emotionally healthier

than their non-musician counterparts.
*Young children with developed rhythm skills

perform better academically in early school years.
*Middle school and high school students who

participated in instrumental music scored
significantly higher than their non-band peers on

standardized tests.
*Research shows that piano students are better

equipped to comprehend mathematical and
scientific concepts.

*New Orleans has the HIGHEST
Homicide Rate in the USA.

*Violence is the 8th leading 
cause of death in Louisiana in

the general population.

* Louisiana’s dropout rate is the
2nd highest in the USA.

10.8% for African-Americans
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photo collage designed by Nakia Pierre and Johnathan Foster
photo credit on collage:  Syndey Byrd

Data compiled by NOMC OUTREACH COMMITTEE

NOMC Outreach Mission funded

by a generous grant from Pfizer, Inc.

and the Pfizer Foundation.

OUTREACH MISSION:

Not only does the NOMC strive to affect an agenda of wellness in our
musician patient population, we encourage all musicians to become
advocates for early detection, prevention, and treatment for all those

facing potentially catastrophic health risks.
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