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New Orleans (nu-awr-lunhnz) is:
a.)  The birthplace of jazz, the USA’s unique indigenous musical art 

b.)  A city ranked at the bottom of national health and  
    income disparity 

c.)  A cultural destination where local musicians share a tragic   
    history of premature death from preventable diseases

d.)  All of the above
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New Orleans:
AN EARLY GRAVE FOR MUS IC IANS

The famed cornetist, for whom the US National Jazz Park is 
named, was a key figure in the development of jazz.  While 
performing in a second-line parade in 1907, he suffered 
a violent episode of acute alcoholic psychosis.  With the 
diagnosis of schizophrenia, he was committed to the Louisiana 
mental asylum where he remained for more than half his life, 
dying at age 54. Bolden was buried in a pauper’s cemetery in 
an unmarked grave.

Buddy Bolden (1877-1931)  
NEW ORLEANS, LA

Booker, known to fans as the Bayou Maharajah, met a similarly 
tragic and premature death.  Publicly he attracted audiences the 

world over with his unique virtuosic style combining blues, boogie-
woogie, gospel, stride, jazz, latin and classical piano. In private, 

he self-medicated his mental illness with drugs and alcohol and 
routinely checked himself into Charity Hospital’s mental ward. 

Booker overdosed on cocaine in 1983 and was left unattended 
for hours in an Emergency Room.  He died before receiving 

treatment at the age of 43.

James Booker (1939-1983)
NEW ORLEANS, LA

Some may ask, “Can the NOMC afford to 
provide medical care to the performers 

of New Orleans?” At the NOMC we ask, 
“Can we afford not to?” 



Founded by a coalition of music 
advocates on May 1, 1998, the 

New Orleans Musicians’ Clinic (NOMC) 
became the 1st comprehensive  

medical clinic for musicians, performing 
artists and cultural workers in  

the United States.

About Us
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“The NOMC provided me health care when I had none and I 
am very grateful they exist.  The work the Clinic does to help 
musicians, people who work most often without any benefits 
and who provide a big part of what makes New Orleans unique 
and a destination, is invaluable.”

Mark Grissom | Bassist
PATIENT SINCE 2003

Katja Toivola  | Trombonist
PATIENT SINCE 2005

Our Mission
To keep New Orleans’ musicians ALIVE 

by fostering a culture of self-care and 
providing primary care, mental health, 

social services and advocacy regardless of 
the patient’s ability to pay.

“The NOMC services have been a true lifeline for me and many 
of my fellow musicians. Whether one needs speciality care or 

preventive checkups, the clinic is there to help, from hearing tests 
to vaccinations to emergencies.”
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Our Model:
The clinical Medical Home for 
more than 2,500 musicians and 
culture-bearers, and a Health 

Advocacy Organization for the 
larger music community.

 
Our model of culturally 

sensitive, coordinated, patient-
centered care keeps New 

Orleans music ALIVE.
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Cultural Icons of 
New Orleans  

Ain’t an easy life playin’ music in New Orleans.  An’ what you all been puttin’ in the tip jar is 
nice, but it ain’t gonna pay no medical bills.  The NOMC does a hell of a job, and they workin’ 
their buns off.  The clinic does more than anyone else to help musicians who’s sufferin’.  We 
gotta pull your coat tail to this here thing and get ‘em some lace.  We need more.  The cause is 
righteously righteous.  Hit up your friends, hit up your neighbors.  They ain’t quittin an neither 
should you.

MAC “DR. JOHN” REBENNACK
Six-time Grammy Award Winner

Member of Rock ‘n Roll Hall of Fame
NOMC Advocate and Advisor

In December of 2008, I suffered a stroke and endured 
months of hospitalization and physical therapy – that time 
offstage felt like an eternity.  The NOMC was there for me every 
step of the way to get me back performing.  The specialists 
even found a way to include my sousaphone in the 
physical therapy sessions!  THANK  YOU,  my Musicians’ 
Clinic family (YOU, the donors) all of the NOMC specialists who  
supported my long road back.

PHIL FRAZIER
Founder of Grammy winning Rebirth Brass Band

I am Queen Reesie, educator, artist, and co-founder and director 
of the Mardi Gras Indian Hall of Fame.  On June 23, 2011, a few 
words changed my life forever: “Mrs. Nelson, you have 
cancer.”  The support from the NOMC&AF added light to my 
healing journey as I made a vow to approach my diagnosis as 
“Shallow Water” – or something I would walk and dance through 
with dignity.  Their community health team regularly checked 
in on me and coordinated low-cost medication and free 
physical therapy.  Cancer changed my life, supporters of the 
NOMC kept my music alive.

CHERICE HARRISON-NELSON 
Director of the Mardi Gras Indian Hall of Fame 
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David Simon 
2010 MacArthur Fellow Recipient | Creator of HBO’s The Wire
Co-Creator of HBO’s Treme 

Here’s why I am committed to help the NOMC&AF: It comes down to 
arithmetic.  The life expectancy for the primary demographic of their patients, 
African-American males in New Orleans, is just 68 years, compared to 78.2 
years for males in the USA.  However, the NOMC lessens this disparity by 
engaging their patients to take control of their own well-being – the 
results are high participation rates in diabetes management programs, anti-
smoking campaigns, and community wellness initiatives.
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Revenue Support
$2  MILL ION

For every $1,000 donated, NOMC&AF provides 
$3,000 in medical care to performers.  

Wesley Schmidt 
Owner, Snug Harbor Jazz Bistro, New Orleans
Grand Marshal (Emeritus), Storyville Stompers

If musicians are sick, they can’t gig.  It’s as simple as that.  You want to 
keep the music alive? You have to keep the performers healthy.  I’ve 

managed music clubs in New Orleans for decades, I’m a musician 
myself, and there is no other entity doing the type of work with 

as much heart than the New Orleans Musicians’ Clinic.  I’m proud 
to be a donor, they keep the jazz city swinging.

Photo: © Paul Schiraldi

Photo © Tracy Thompson



NOMC MEDICAL 
SERVICES

NOMAF HEALTH 
OUTREACH & ADVOCACY

NOMAF 
PROGRAMMATIC 

SUPPORT

67%

21% 12%

100% OF ALL NOMC&AF DONATIONS 

Stay in Louisiana
 TO KEEP MUSIC ALIVE
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+ =

35% 
DEFICIT

The Cost of Fulfilling 
Our Promise

Louisiana continues to refuse Medicaid expansion, 
while at the same time cutting services to the 
uninsured by privatizing public hospitals. The 

state continues to have some of the worst health 
indicators in the USA.
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FRIENDS

The Fr iends of the NOMC is a volunteer-powered committee 
suppor ting the mission to provide medical and social ser vices 
to cultural workers through fundraising, expanding community 

resources and cultural advocacy.

TO JOIN, EMAIL FRIENDS@NOMAF.ORG
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Your investment in the NOMC&AF will ensure 
that New Orleans performers and musicians are 

healthier, stronger, and more resilient!

NOMAF is a 501(c)3 nonprofit charitable foundation.

1525 Louisiana Avenue | New Orleans, LA 70115

info@nomaf.org | 504-415-3514

neworleansmusiciansclinic.org | nomaf.org
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